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LOS ANGELES STUDENTS AND LOCAL ARTIST PRESENT UNPRECEDENTED REINSTALLATION OF MODERN ART IN LACMA GALLERY

LOS ANGELES—An innovative collaboration among the Los Angeles County Museum of Art (LACMA), students from Fairfax High School, and renowned Los Angeles artist Michael Asher has resulted in a dramatically different gallery environment for works from LACMA’s modern and contemporary art collections. The installation, conceived entirely by the students, depicts an industrial cityscape from the tumultuous period between the two World Wars when many of the works were created. This project gave local students a rare, behind-the-scene experience within a museum, while giving museum professionals and the artist a unique opportunity to explore how young adults view art. The redesign in the Modern and Contemporary Art Council Gallery on the 3rd floor of the Anderson Building is on view June 29 – September 2.


This project is presented in collaboration with LACMALab—the museum’s experimental research and development unit that tests innovative ways for museum professionals to encourage visitors of all ages to access, interact with, and respond to art. Working with other departments within the museum, LACMALab Director Bob Sain invited artist Michael Asher to structure a program that engages local youth in the museum in an innovative way. The museum sought to provide the students with a fundamental understanding of the art and museum practices without compromising their creativity. 


The Fairfax High School students created an unorthodox presentation that contextualizes the modern art with the use of music, didactic materials, and various modes of display. To create this setting, the students painted the walls as an industrial cityscape, placed bus benches for visitor seating, and positioned works of art as road signs and billboards. Included in the gallery are important works of art by René Magritte, Arshile Gorky, Joan Miró, Marcel Duchamp, Piet Mondrian, and Charles and Ray Eames, among others.

Prior to the design process, Asher arranged for museum staff to discuss the historical significance of each artwork with the students. They then spent time in several LACMA departments, including conservation, preparators’ workshop, research library, security, registrar, and others. The students used what they learned to define their final installation while managing a budget and adhering to tight deadlines. They also tested their ideas using models and plans, and finally presented their ideas to an exhibition committee of LACMA staff. Once the design was complete and the students had painted the cityscape, they then guided LACMA’s preparators in reinstalling the works of art. 

LACMALab


LACMALab is a research and development unit within LACMA that tests innovative ways for visitors to access, interact with, and respond to art. Collaborating with LACMA’s curators, LACMALab is developing exhibitions and studio programs that include commissioning works by contemporary artists. LACMALab’s popular inaugural project Made in California: NOW, attracted more than 100,000 visitors, and the current exhibition, SEEING, continues to excite and engage visitors. SEEING, open to the public through September 2, includes nine interactive installations that incorporate works of art from LACMA’s permanent collection.  SEEING is presented in the Boone Children’s Gallery and admission is free to the public.

Michael Asher


Michael Asher is one of the premier conceptual artists in the United States. His installations have been exhibited in numerous museums and galleries both in the United States and abroad, including the Kunstverein Hamburg, Centre Georges Pompidou, Musée National d’Art Moderne and ARC in Paris, The Museum of Modern Art in New York, Van Abbemuseum Eindhoven in Holland, The Art Institute of Chicago, The Venice Biennale in Italy, and Documenta 5 and 7 in Kassel, Germany. His Writings 1973–1983 on Works 1969–1979 was published by The Press of the Nova Scotia College of Art and Design. He has received a Guggenheim Fellowship and a National Endowment for the Arts Fellowship.
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Credit Line: 


The reinstallation project structured by Michael Asher began as part of Made in California: NOW, which was produced by LACMALab, a research and development unit of the Los Angeles County Museum of Art.  The exhibition was made possible by Boeing with a gift from the Boeing Company Charitable Trust. In-kind support was provided by Fox Consumer Products and Panasonic Disc Services Corporation. LACMALab is supported in part by The James Irvine Foundation and the Caryll Mudd Sprague Endowment for the Education of Children. 

Exhibitions in the Boone Children's Gallery are made possible in part by the MaryLou and George Boone Children's Gallery Endowment Fund. Additional support was provided by the City of Los Angeles Cultural Affairs Department. Made in California: NOW is a component of Made in California: Art, Image, and Identity, 1900-2000, which was made possible by a major grant from the S. Mark Taper Foundation.
Museum Hours: Monday, Tuesday, and Thursday noon – 8 pm; Friday noon – 9 pm; Saturday and Sunday 11 am – 8 pm; closed Wednesday. Call (323) 857-6000, or visit our Website at http://www.lacma.org.

General LACMA Admission: Adults $7; students 18+ with ID and senior citizens 62+ $5; children/younger students $1; children 5 and under are admitted free. The second Tuesday of every month is free to all.
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